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MT-10(8) ROADWAY SAFETY (RULE 7B)

CHAIR SUGIMURA: . . . (gavel)... Good morning, everybody. Thanks for being here.
Today is Monday, August 19th, it is 9:07 a.m. And I warina welcome everyone to this
meeting today. I wanna ask you to silence your noisemaking devices and introduce
my Members, my Vice-Chair RIM Hokama is here. Thank you, Mr. Hokama. Shane
Sinenci from Hana.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Aloha and good morning.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Aloha. Alice Lee from Wailuku.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Happy Monday, Madam Chair.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Happy Monday, congratulations to your team again.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Yes, well keep your fingers crossed we still have more games to
play.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Wednesday we’ll be cheering for them.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Thank you.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Tamara Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Aloha Kakahialca, Chair.
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CHAIR SUGIMURA: Aloha, thank you for being here, everybody. Excused is Tasha Kama,
Kelly King is on her way I suppose and has to leave at 10:30. We have another
Member who has to leave at 10:00. Non-voting Members are Mike Molina and Keani
Rawlins [sic], so if they join us, welcome. Corp. Counsel, Mr. Hopper is here, back
there. Also, having, I’m not having our DOT Director and Deputy here, which I think
was reported on our agenda, but I meant for the State DOT Robin Shishido to be here
but I had heard that he wasn’t available. From the Maui Police Department, thank
you very much, Sergeant Kenneth Kihata as well as Officer Ryan Ehlers. From the
Department of Public Works, we have Director Rowena Dagdag-Andaya and Nolly
Yagin, thank you for being here. From our Prosecuting Attorney, which I’m really glad
to see them here, Terence Herndon as well as Brandon Segal, thank you. Other
resources that I have asked to join us is Andrea Maniago, Mothers Against Drunk
Driving, she’s from Oahu. She’s not here?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No, she’s from Maui.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Oh, you’re from Maui, oh sorry, okay. She’s from Maui, thank you for
being here. Eric-Lee Correa also from Maui from Mothers Against Drunk Driving.
Maui Coalition for Drug Free Youth representative is Ashlee Chapman as well as Rick
Collins. And Lauren Loor for Vision Zero which is a County initiative, thank you for
being here to represent the community’s voice on this issue. My staff is James
Krueger, Legislative Analyst, Stacey Vinoray Committee Secretary, and our District
Offices are standing by to give us testimony. At this time Members, I’m going to start,
we only have one item on the agenda. I will tell you in advance that I’m planning on
deferring this and to continue the discussion based upon what we hear today and
suggestions from the community about how we can help with traffic fatalities on Maui,
in Maui County. So, I’m gonna be taking public testimony and then from the District
Offices, and then we’ll start with our item. So, I have public testimony first person is
Katie Folio from Maui Coalition of Drug Free Youth. You have three minutes, thank
you very much, Katie, for being here.

BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY...

MS. FOLIO: Thank you, good morning. I didn’t prepare anything, you guys all know me
from my work around tobacco prevention, but I also sit on the Maui Coalition for Drug
Free Youth where we look at issues around underage drinking, and we all know that
there’s just been too many instances recently, well indefinitely, but more recently it’s
come to community consciousness and we need to take steps to do something. So,
the Coalition’s going to be presenting ideas for a package with various
recommendations and I just wanna offer my support for those recommendations.
Thank you.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you, Katie. Anybody have questions for her? Seeing none, thank
you very much. Next testifier is Patricia Hunt. Testi1ying for herself.
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MS. HUNT: Good morning and thank you for having me here. My name is Patricia Hunt and
the reason why I’m speaking actually there was supposed to be two agendas I guess
one’s this afternoon that I’ll be speaking at. But this morning, since I’m here and this
has to do with obviously drinking and driving and use and a drug-free environment
which I’m all for and it’s been brought to my attention through certain things on the
Internet and also with MPD, specific MPD meetings and Police Commissioner’s
meetings I’ve been to that certain executive chiefs have addressed that issue. The
reason why I’m here is I would like to see and maybe possibly the County could
actually find out more, you’ve got a lot of young kids here and the kids that I have met
are very well educated, they really have a lot going for them but I don’t, I know you
have certain groups and Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, but there’s an age bracket that
seems to be lacking with the teens specifically. And, you know, we were all teenagers
once, it may be a long time ago, but we can probably still remember when we were
teenagers, and a lot comes from how you’re brought up and raised if you have strict
aunties and uncles and grandparents and parents, they get you in a church or they
get you in different youth activities. What I would like to see is if there’s a way
possibly we could get grant money through the Federal government to do some kind of
a youth facility for the teenagers here. There’s a lot of activities with sports and
different things that go on with the high schools here but I think if there was
something, I see a lot of kids at the mall which to be honest with you, compared to the
mainland, the kids are very respectful for the people when they’re at the mall shopping
or going to movies and doing different activities and events. I really think that if
there’s a possibility that they could do a grant to do a youth facility for kids where they
could actually, I’ve actually talked to some of the youths at the maIl who would love to
have a place to go dance on the weekends, you know drug-free, no alcohol, and I think
MPD has done a great job from what I’ve seen and at the Maui Mall doing a
presentation on the drug-free environment and showing different things on how
certain substances affect kids and adults. And I know, I think it was two years or
about a year and a half ago, that I had actually happened to be at the mall and had
seen the police interacting with the community and with a lot of the young kids, which
I thought they did a fantastic job, so I will start off with saying that. I’m just kind of
throwing it out there and I’m going to send a letter to Kelly King and possibly
introduce to a couple grant writers here on island. You have the sources, you have
the people, there’s a lot of great opportunities to help these kids, so when they’re going
through that teenage years, that they can actually have something fun to do. And if
we can relay a message back to the Chief of Police from my public records request for
92 Statute 24, I’d appreciate it. Thank you so much and have a great day.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you. Anybody have questions for Ms. Hunt? None, okay, thank
you very much for being here. Next, we have Chuck Hirata. Charles Hirata. I know
this is a passion of yours, you were, when you were a police officer, your passion was
putting up the road or whatever they’re called, right?

MR. HIRATA: Checkpoints.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Checkpoints, checkpoints.
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MR. HIRATA: Aloha, my name is Charles Hirata, I’m the former commander for the Maui
Police Department Traffic Section. I was a Traffic Section Commander for 11 years
and in that time, I’ve been involved in investigation of over 200 fatal crashes, so I
know firsthand the effects of fatal crashes on people as well as on the community.
Every single one of us here could be a victim of a fatal crash or a life-changing injury
involved in a crash. I know even Eric was and his family were involved in a very
serious crash a few years ago. And I think they’re still suffering with some of the
effects of that crash. Last month, I was driving Haliimaile Road and if I had been
20 seconds earlier, I would have been involved in that fatal crash on Halilmaile Road,
and that’s how close I came since being retired to being involved in something as
serious as that. We need to look at strategies, there’s a lot of things that can be done.
I’m also a member of the State Strategic Highway Safety Plan, we have
recommendations in there that cover a lot of these subject matters. One of the things
I can say and being an observer from the outside, I’ve been retired for nine years, you
know, the Traffic Section hasn’t grown a lot in the, you know, the years since I was a
Traffic Commander. And, you know, I think if we increase the size of the DUI Task
Force that would really make a big dent in some of the crashes. There was a statistic
that show that if you arrest 1 percent of the population for impaired driving, you’ll
have a, you’ll make a serious, serious dent on fatal crashes. I think you have to look
at it this way, if fatal crashes and the deaths from fatal crashes was a silent killer
that’s running around on our highways and killing people at the rate that they are, I
think we would demand that, you know, we all do something. And it’s not just the
police, you know, we have something that we call the four E’s which is, enforcement,
education, engineering, and emergency response. You know, those four things we can
educate the people, we can shoot for zero, what we call Vision Zero, which means zero
deaths, and when we ask some, if we were to go out and ask people, yeah what do you
think about, you know, zero deaths and some people would say, well it’s impossible,
it’s impossible. What if it was your family member that was one of the people that
were killed, is it impossible then? You know, we have to take some of this stuff
personally and say what can we all do, it’s not just on the police or the prosecutors,
it’s everybody, so I hope that, you know, everybody will get involved and let’s all do
something and reduce the number of people being killed on our roadways. Thank you
very much.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you. Anyone have questions for Mr. Hirata? Mr. Sinenci?

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: No questions, but I was just wondering if Mr. Hirata could be
a resource if later please.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Yes. Mr. Hirata, would you? Thank you.

MR. HIRATA: Be glad to serve, yes.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you for your passion, Mr. Hirata. Anybody else? None. Eric
Correa is the next speaker.
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MR. CORREA: Hi, good morning. My name is Eric Correa and I’m representing MADD and I
thank you all for having me here this morning to participate in this discussion. I did
prepare something for this morning if I can get myself organized over here. Okay. So,
on October 1, 2016, about 8:00 a.m. in the morning, a drunk driver crashed head on
into my family and I while we were headed to the beach. My wife nearly died, my son
fractured, had a fractured neck as a result and I had multiple injuries. A head-on
crash is not something you wanna be involved in. I didn’t expect that at 8:00 a.m. in
the morning and my story was recently featured in The Maui News. As you can all
imagine it’s a terrible experience and there’s others among us who have had that
terrible experience and you’ll hear from them soon. But we’re here to say MADD’s
motto and which is no more victims and that sounds a lot like Vision Zero. So, we can
come together on this issue and it’s totally in line. And, first, we’d like to recommend
three things as solutions. First, the creation of three dedicated DUI prosecutors, in
the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. I speak from experience when I say that DUI
prosecutors are much needed for the continuity, keeping continuity in that office with
keeping up with trends or convicting impaired drivers. DUI prosecutors more fully
understand the science involving detecting, apprehending, and prosecuting drunk
drivers. Years ago, when I was a DUI Task Force Officer, Ms. Marie Kosegarten, Ms.
Cynthia Kanoholani, and our own County Corp. Counsel, Ms. Moana Lutey specialized
in prosecuting drunk drivers. They were like an iron curtain in that office, so much so
that they attained the highest DUI conviction rate in the nation at that time. They
were well versed in impaired driving offenses and well versed in the tactics employed
by defense attorneys. The next ask I have is that to pass County ordinance to
impound vehicles when drunk drivers are arrested. Hawaii County has such an
ordinance already in place so we don’t have to reinvent the wheel, they already doing
that. It was spearheaded, from my understanding by the Prosecuting Attorney Mitch
Roth. And there’s an article that I will forward to all of you about that, how after that
law was passed, the dramatic decrease in traffic fatalities the State experienced in
Hawaii County. The third thing is we ask you to encourage the Liquor Commission to
revisit their rules. Recently they made a change to allow one serving of beer to be 32
ounces or one serving of wine to be 32 ounces. That’s too much alcohol on the streets.
I’m sorry I’m going to take a little bit more time.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: What is that? Oh, excuse me, one second.

MR. CORREA: They wanted to do my testimony to music.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Whoever’s playing it, can you turn it off?

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Oh, I’m going to recess.

(Note: Music is heard in the background camefrom remote microphone, Chair calls a
brief recess.)

CHAIR SUGIMURA: . . . (gavel)...
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RECESS: 9:22 a.m.

RECONVENE: 9:23 a.m.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: . . . (gavel)... Meeting will convene.

MR. CORREA: Okay, so the last thing was just to have, we wanna encourage the Liquor
Commission to revisit that rule change that they made. Thirty-two ounces of alcohol,
of wine, that’s more than a bottle of wine. Thirty-two ounces of beer is a lot of beer,
especially if you’re drinking at a microbrew where the alcohol concentration can be up
to 8.5 percent as opposed to the normal 4 percent beers, that the standard is gauged
by. So, we don’t need that much alcohol pouring on the roads at this time in our
community. Right now, we have too many people suffering, you know, to worry about
profit and Yelp reviews. We need to our community safe. Thank you for your time.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you, one moment, Ms. Lee?

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Hi, thank you for your testimony. What should one serving be if
not 32 ounces?

MR. CORREA: We would like to see 16 ounces of beer, one-and-a-half ounces of distilled
spirits, which would include vodka, or whiskey, or tequila at a time, and or a
five-ounce glass of wine at a time.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Would you be able to give us that information? I think you have
some other information in writing as well?

MR. CORREA: Yes, I have, I have information on the, I do have information on the actual
rules from the Liquor Commission, and I’ll forward that to you all. I didn’t have time
to make enough copies. I also have the law from the Big Island on towing of vehicles
which is a low-cost item, because they rely on the tow company’s rotational basis to
tow and take the vehicles, and where the people cannot get back to the vehicles to
drive again. I’ve had that happen to me, was when I was making DUI arrests, they
bail out and they go back to their car and drive again, which was kinda scary. The
only reason we found out sometimes ‘cause we were lucky enough to catch ‘em again,
or, you know, they unfortunately crashed.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Our Staff can make the copies for you.

MR. CORREA: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Thank you very much.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Anybody else have questions for Mr. Correa? Oh Mr. Sinenci has.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you.
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MR. CORREA: Aloha.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Was there, did the Commission give any reasonings for their
change?

MR. CORREA: No, they didn’t.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: They just made that change?

MR. CORREA: No, not to my knowledge. I don’t know if other testifiers here know, ‘cause
multiple.. .we showed up to testify against it, and we weren’t given a reason why.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Alright. Thank you.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you, Mr. Correa, and thank you. So, just for the Committee’s
information, we did ask for Liquor to be here but they’re not available. So, we can
have another discussion with them.

MR. CORREA: Thank you so much.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you. Thank you very much. Next testifier is Andrea Maniago,
from MADD.

MS. MANIAGO: Hi, good morning. My name is Andrea Maniago and I’m a volunteer for
MADD. I’m here to voice my concerns about the increase in DUI deaths and why I
think, excuse me, why I think it will increase due to the ruling, the new ruling made
by the Liquor Commission. With the increased numbers of DUI cases, it’s upsetting to
see that the Liquor Commission has made changes to standard dry, sorry, standard
drink sizes available to customers, which allows for one customer to be served 32
ounce of an alcohol beverage, to be consumed at one time. Why do we need so much
alcohol to be consumed at one time? I’m so sorry. How does this help in making Maui
a safer place? With the escalating number of DUI arrests and recent crash fatalities, I
believe this is a public safety issue. Let’s say a customer gets served one standard size
of alcohol beverage which is 32 ounces, let’s just say every 15 minutes. In one hour, a
customer can consume up to 168 ounce of alcohol. Now, I’m a visual person, so I
brought props. So, if somebody was to get served two servings of alcohol, it could fit
in this container.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Wow.

MS. MANIAGO: That’s how much alcohol you can be served just in two servings. That’s
crazy. So, my solution is to have that standard size of 16 ounce of alcohol at one time.
Now, again, let’s say a customer gets served one standard size of an alcohol beverage
that is 16 ounces every 15 minutes. In one hour, a customer can consume 64 ounces
of alcohol. So, please tell me out of the two examples which of the, which one makes
more sense? I speak at the State DUI classes which means often first offenders of a
DUI are required to take these classes, which are held about twice monthly. There are
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usually 30 DUI offenders in each class and it’s growing constantly. They’ve upped the
classes now to two classes a month. By last month, I believe there was already 301
DUI arrest made this year, so the question is, do we have problem with people
drinking under the influence? The answer is yes. Thank you.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Andrea, we have a question from Ms. Lee.

MS. MANJAGO: Hi.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Hi. You mentioned those DUI classes, do they include people
driving under the influence of drugs?

MS. MANIAGO: Yes, drugs and alcohol.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Do you know the proportion of drugs to alcohol?

MS. MANIAGO: No, I do not. I can see if I can get that information for you.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: That would be helpful, thank you.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you, Ms. Lee. Good question. Staff, can you send a letter to get
that information for the Committee? That’s a very good question.

MS. MANIAGO: Can I just make one more statement? I also lost my son in a DUI crash and
so this is why I do what I do, so thank you.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: I’m sorry to hear that. Thank you very much. Okay. Next testifier is
Everett Brown or is it Broad, I’m sorry. You can correct me.

MR. BROWN: Brown.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Brown.

MR. BROWN: Yes. Hey, aloha, my name is Everett Brown, I’m a volunteer speaker with
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, however I come to represent my daughter. Yeah, and
this is how I gotta bring my daughter around with me now. She was killed by one
drunk driver so if we going talk about what can help, yeah, my first time to Vegas, had
this big billboard sign that said, “possession of marijuana, 20 years, intent to sell,
life.” They was able for change that law and now it’s recreational. I wondering if we
can change our law to 20 years for just drinking and driving and life if you take
somebody else’s. Now really, I never had nothing prepared, this is speaking from the
heart. This went change my life, so I’m sorry if I get emotional, this is how I feel. So,
I’m not sure what you guys can do, but we gotta do something yeah. I wasn’t able for
save her, hopefully I can do something for save someone else, maybe one of yours. I
really don’t know what more to say. I’ll keep coming back to talk of if got to, but I
think talking is not enough.

-9-



MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
Council of the County of Maui

August 19, 2019

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you. We have a question from Ms. Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Thank you, Mr. Brown.

MR. BROWN: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: What happened to the person who caused your daughter’s death?

MR. BROWN: Still waiting.

MS. BROWN: Right now, she’s walking around free. We don’t know, from what we
understand was she was taken into custody right after the accident, ‘cause she had
alcohol....

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Can you speak into the, and identify yourself.

MS. BROWN: I’m Charlene Brown, Hannah Brown’s mom, Everett Brown’s wife.

MR. BROWN: She didn’t intend to speak.

MS. BROWN: Yeah, sorry. From our understanding was that she was taken into custody
because she suffered absolutely no injuries, she was walking around after the
accident, picking grass and telling the police, sony. And she was released pending
investigation. So, as of right now, all we know is she’s walking around free. We don’t
know if she’s driving, her license was revoked, her car was smashed, totaled, but she
could probably just go out and buy another car, who knows. We really don’t know
right now what’s going on.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: I’m very sorry. Maybe, Madam Chair, we can ask our prosecutors,
you know, what the status of that case is.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Thank you. Thank you very much again.

MR. BROWN: And I’m sorry for using marijuana, it was just related, I mean not related, but
an example, sorry, thank you.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: An example, comparison. Thank you, thank you very much, Mr. Brown,
Mrs. Brown. Any testifiers from the District Offices? Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros from
Hana, do you have any testifiers there?

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: Aloha, this is Mavis from the Hana District Office, and there are
no testifiers today.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you. Zhantell Lindo from Molokal, do you have any testifiers?
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MS. UNDO: Good morning, Chair. This Zhantell from the Molokal District Office and there
are no testifiers.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you. Denise Fernandez from Lanai, do you have any testifiers?

MS. FERNANDEZ: Good morning, Chair. This is Denise Fernandez at the Lanai Office and
there are no testifiers.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you. Any other individuals who wish to testify in the Chambers?
Seeing none, with your permission, Members, I’m gonna close public testimony.

COUNCILMEMBERS: No objections.

END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY...

(Note: Public testimony closed at 9:34 a.m.)

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you. Public testimony is now closed. Thank you everybody for
being here. We, the item that I took up today, I just wanted to sort of explain. Road
safety is something that we’re all concerned about as we are concerned about the
public safety for our citizens. And recently, I got to participate in, with many of the
testifiers, a sign waving event that happened on a Friday to talk about a death that
happened, well it was drunk driving with a mother and a son. It was very sad, and
was actually organized through the Police Department by the students, so the
students from this 14-year-old boy, I think his technology class, asked the Police
Department to help them organize a sign waving event. It was very, very moving, and
there were about 300 people there, standing with handmade signs and information
and a lot of sadness and passion. I think the mom worked at the Grand Wailea, so
there were people from the Grand Wailea. There were members from the Prosecuting
Attorney’s Office, actually in force, was glad to see that and there was a ton of police
officers there to be sure that everybody was safe. It was an event that moved me and
then online, there’s a Facebook post called 24/7 that basically talks about accidents
that happen in the community and it’s very interesting because you actually read
individual comments about it. One of the things though that happens on this site is
that it tells people where not to go when there are checkpoints, and they, you know, so
that people can avoid the checkpoints if you’re drunk or if you have had some alcohol.
So, good or bad, I guess they’re trying to, you know, help with the community service,
but at the same time it creates a situation that could cause a fatality in the long run.
But, on a side note, I just wanted to commend that Facebook site, 24/7 for getting the
community involved in this situation. Someone did mention the confiscation
ordinance from the Big Island, that’s the first time I got to read it, and that interests
me, as well as different items, or different conversations about enough is enough, you
know, and like Maui get mad, let’s, you know, let’s do something about this. So, in
terms of road safety and security, which would be relevant to this Committee, I wanted
to take this item up. When that accident happened on Pillani Highway, Mr. Shapiro
who sent to all of us this thick book, all of you got it, which is a. . . Scott Shapiro, it’s
the National Cooperative Highway Research Program Report #641, Guidance for the
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Design and Application of Shoulder and Center Line Rumble Strips as it talks about
roads and how to design it so that it’s safer. I think copies were put into all of our, our
mailboxes downstairs. You can give this to Tamara if you could. Anyway, Mr. Shapiro
was the first one that sent my Committee or all the Councilmembers an e-mail saying
maybe we should look at the way we design roads as well as I thought, okay, the Police
Department has a important role in this as well as Prosecuting Attorney and Public
Works, so that’s why I got this Committee meeting together and I really look forward to
hearing and learning from this and possibly figuring out what we can do as the
County to make our roads safer for our community. And I think, so right now I was
hoping if Police could give us your presentation, and then Prosecuting Attorney and
Public Works for comments. So, Police.

BEGIN PRESENTATION...

MR. KJHATA: Good morning, Sergeant Ken Kihata with the Maui Police Department, Traffic
Section, Vehicle Homicide Unit. I brought some stats for everybody. Basically, the
first page, I’ll go over these stats, it looks back five years including this year. So far,
this year we’re at 16 near fatal and fatal crashes that we responded to. From those
there were 15 fatalities, 14 injuries, 5 pedestrian, the pedestrian fatalities, and out of
those 15 fatalities, 9 were alcohol involved, whether it be the driver or the, both
drivers, unit one or unit two. There are four drug-involved fatalities from those
crashes. There are nine pending toxicology, and that comes out to 62.5 percent which
were drug and alcohol involved. And that number may go up or go down, depending
on the toxicology results that we get back. And also, I put in some stats for speed.
Out of those 16 near fatal or fatal crashes, half, so that’s eight, were speed involved,
and three died from those crashes which was they weren’t wearing any seatbelts. If
you look at the numbers, yeah, we’re well over, we’re only at halfway through the year,
little over halfway but we’re well above the midway point for fatalities. Next page, we
have the Maui County OUT arrest statistics. So far as of July, there were 332 OUT
arrests, 299 of those were alcohol, 15 were drugs, and 9 were a combination of drugs
and alcohol. There are 3 habitual OUT arrests, and 6 under 21 OUI arrests. The third
page....

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Chair, can I ask a question --

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Yes, Ms. Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: --of information? What’s OVUI?

MR. KIHATA: OVUT is Operating a Vehicle Under the Influence of an Intoxicant, so it’s UI.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Oh okay.

MR. KIHATA: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you.
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CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you.

MR. KIHATA: And for the third page, this is the stats for the intoxication checkpoints, so the
roadblocks. So, far, as of July, MPD has conducted 80 intoxication checkpoints. Of
those, there were 6,440 vehicles screened so far and 73 arrests, OUT arrests. I’d like
to point out that we’re, as of July we’re surpassed the year-end total of 2017 and 2018
for OUI arrests already, so that’s a quite a jump in OUI arrests. The last page is the
stats for Maui County citation statistics. As of July, there were 25,000, over 25,000
citations issues, Countywide. Of those, 1,228 were for distracted driving, so your cell
phone violations; 2,154 were for speeding: and over 1,000 for seatbelts, and there’s a
five-year look back on that as well. Any questions?

END PRESENTATION...

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Members, you have any questions? Mr. Sinenci?

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you, Chair. Thank you for that report. Are we seeing
any high concentrated areas where a lot of either the speeding is taking place or
maybe more of the OVUI’s are taking place where we can quickly address or are these
numbers are kind of sporadic about the County?

MR. KIHATA: Yeah, we conduct our checkpoints throughout the County, but as for like
speeding, if there’s citizen concerns where we get calls, we’ll focus on those areas, but
you gotta understand that these arrest statistics and citation statistics are the ones
that get caught, you know, drunk driving or speeding or on their cell phones. And we
all know that if you see a police officer on the road, everybody’s going to have their
seatbelts on, nobody’s going to speed, nobody’s going to be on their cell phone, so
these are the ones that got caught. So, you gotta think, out of the ones that got
caught, how many are out there drunk driving or on their cell phones. I can’t give you
a number, but --

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Okay.

MR. KIHATA: --yeah, it’s up there.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Airight and I had another question. Does the Department
utilize any of those cameras that are mounted at certain intersections?

MR. KIHATA: No.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: No, that is not in use liked other counties?

MR. KIHATA: Not at this time.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Okay. Alright. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thank you. Ms. Lee?
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COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Thank you, thank you for your report. This is very, it’s actually
sad information. I do notice that you had a hundred, essentially a hundred
checkpoints conducted in 2014 and 2018, 150 which yielded almost 3 times the
number of vehicles screened. So, we often have during budget time, we all want to
give more and pay for more officers, but for some reason the Department has difficulty
filling vacancies. So, although you need more officers, as Mr. Sinenci said, can we
help provide more, other alternatives, like cameras in high-traffic areas, areas that
there are a lot of arrests and speeding and whatnot? Can we do that as one
alternative and are there any other alternatives aside from adding bodies to the
Department?

MR. KIHATA: I think Mr. Correa made some points of having a designated DUI prosecutor,
also maybe a District Court judge who oversees the DUI proceedings. One specifically
just for that would be advantageous as well.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Well, have you thought of as another alternative, to have a massive
social media program since many of the violators are on social media, that we can
provide pressure that would, information and pressure that way? Because that’s
another alternative we could use, we would find the funding to pay for something
that’s very comprehensive and consistent because I think because MADD and other
organizations have been successful in educating the public, if we continue in that
vein, except accelerate it, perhaps we can help the Police Department, you know,
prevent some of these violations.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Sergeant Kthata, you have a comment about that? To help you, I guess
to help you with education.

MR. KIHATA: Yeah, that would be, that would be very good. That would be helpful.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: And possibly one other consideration, I know there are not, there
are no people to really take the place of police officers, but I’m sure that police officers
could hire people on a limited basis in terms of maybe they’re not officially police
officers, but they would be paid by the County to go to the schools and on a regular
basis, teach them about the importance of following the law with regard to other use of
drugs and driving and under the influence. So in other words, we don’t always have to
hire other police officers, we could hire educators, or instructors that are working on
behalf of the Police Department.

MR. KIHATA: That would be like in conjunction with the DARE program, yeah?

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Yeah, but you don’t have to be a police officer.

MR. KIHATA: Yeah, that would be helpful too, yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay. Can you remind us at budget time?
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MR. KIHATA: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: For real. Okay.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Vice-Chair, Mr. Hokama?

VICE-CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. I think there were some good recommendations this
morning already, Chair, so I’m sure you’re gonna follow up on those suggestions that
were provided by our testifiers. I was interested in hearing yeah all about these
expansions, I need to know, I need more from what you get now. Don’t ask me for
more money, so tell me how you can do more with what you got now. I think one is
what, by Ms. Lee, I think the departments need to ensure that they have full
employment of all their positions authorized and funded by the Council. I would look
at the Chief maybe adjusting the SRO, School Resource Officers positions to take some
of Ms. Lee’s concern into account. Okay. There’s things already in place. We know
that, we spend millions, this County okay, every year. So, my question is, to all of you
that represent us as the County, how shall we do this better? I would agree, I think
maybe more checkpoints, as Mister, the former Commander Hirata suggested. I know
he had a great visual and direct presence in schools with his seat belt and bicycle
programs, so he was a very seen and active face of the County and the Department. I
don’t know if that’s what we need, a face for the program, or something where we can
have an identification. But I need statistics, Chair, because I believe the County has a
role in creating appropriate policy to protect its community and its residents. So, the
things that would help us from Prosecutors, Police Department and such is more
specific information with the DUI’s, how much of it is visitor related versus residents?
What is the age demographics? How much are rental cars versus ownership cars?
How many of those cars were current in its registration and insurance?

MR. KIHATA: Yeah, I can get you those stats.

VICE-CHAIR HOKAMA: Yeah, that can help us adjust our side, what we can legally by
ordinance or ask for the Legislature to change a statute, something that works for you
guys, because you guys providing us the guidance yeah, so that’s why we look at you
folks for those type of guidance. Prosecutors, you know, more than likely we gotta
deal with statute so better to go to the Leg and lobby and get the statute changed 291.
Right, that’s what you deal with, HRS 291. We can, and again, I don’t know,
Mr. Hopper, what is the power of a County ordinance to direct the Commission to
adjust its County rules within the County of Maui’s jurisdiction?

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Mr. Hopper?

(Note: Councilmember Lee leaves at 9:51 a.m.)

MR. HOPPER: I’ll admit I don’t deal on a daily basis with liquor issues, but the, I did read
the Charter for this meeting and it does appear that the Charter gives that, gives the
responsibility for rulemaking to the Department of Liquor Control and the Liquor
Commission, so a lot of that’s through HRS as you mentioned, so as far as what
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County authoritywe would haveto alter those, I don’t ofthandof how that would be
done given the charter and given the HRS, but that’s somethingthat we could
researchandget, you know, somemore detail.

VICE-CHAIR HOKAMA: Canyou requestwritten commentbackfrom --

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Liquor.

VICE-CHAIR HOKAMA: --both, all the departmentsinvolved. I think we shouldhearfrom
the Prosecutors,Police,andwhoeverelsedealswith 291.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Two ninety-one,ok.

VICE-CHAIR HOKAMA: Especiallyon the fees, becausewe know how the Departmenthas
beenbudgeting. Okay, I know their history for 20-plusyearson budgeting. Why not
use someof thosefees . . . (inaudible)..,to addresssomeof this DUI adjustments. I
think we shouldmakea point and maybethere’ssomethingwe can eitherstatutorily
make the amendment,or if we can budgetarilythrough Council’s ordinancethat we
shouldconsiderthosethings. Thankyou.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Thankyou, good point. I believebecauseit’s the Liquor Departmentis
run through HRS and not through the County ordinances,that they have different
laws that they adhereto outsideof what we do and they also don’t report to us and
only budgetarily,correctMr. Hokama?The budgetgetsapprovedthroughus?

VICE-CHAIR HOKAIVIA: Well, there’ll be no Commissionersif the Council didn’t confirm
them.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Yeah.

VICE-CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, sowe haveauthorityto a degree.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Commissioner.

VICE-CHAIR HOKAMA: And that’s why I’m gonna ask you to write to Corp. Counsel,
Mr. Hopperfor somewritten guidanceon what is our purview.

CHAIR SUGIMURA: Okay, thankyou very much,very goodquestions.Ms. Paltin?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you, Chair. Thank you for the information and I like
how it was going back five years. I was wonderingif you could provide us any more
information on the circumstancesof eachyear, like 2017 looks like a big dip in fatal
and near-fatalcrashesand then I noticed that, you know, in 2016 there was the
highest number of total citations issued Countywide. And so, I kinda was just
wonderingif you did any kind of analysisof thingsbeingdonedifferently from yearto
yearthatyieldedhighernumbersof citationsor lower numbersof fatalities. Like is it
all constantyour conditions, like in 2014 there was only hundred checkpoints
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